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Dear MP NAME


Re. Banning car clamping will cause major problems for my block of flats 
I am writing to you because I am deeply concerned by Home Office Minister Lynne Featherstone’s proposal to introduce a car clamping ban in the Freedom Bill. 

In the block of flats where I live illegal parking is a constant problem. In our experience the most effective way to deal with selfish parkers is to threaten car clamping. The threat of tickets simply does not have the same impact as the threat of immobilisation. Drivers know that ticket enforcement can be evaded.

If we lose our right to clamp, then I believe we will have a problem with illegally parked cars, which will make it difficult for residents to park.. 
Ms Featherstone says that landowners can erect barriers to control parking. She does not realise that landowners includes blocks of flats, often owned and run by small resident management companies. Barriers are costly and cannot easily be installed in blocks of flats because:
1. Restrictions in the lease may not allow them;
2. If the lease does allow, or is amended to allow (a complicated and costly process) the cost of installing and maintaining them will fall on the ordinary leaseholder, which includes pensioners and the not so well off;

3. Barriers are inconvenient and restrictive to residents’ free movement in and out of their estate, and are inconvenient for visitors, trade vehicles and emergency services.
In addition, please note that, apart from the cost of displaying the clamping warning notices, Clamping Companies are usually cost-free for leaseholders as their fees are self-financed from clamping revenue. We do not benefit ourselves from clamping release fees. 
I believe that improving the regulation of the clamping industry is the best way to deal with rogue clampers. The current regulatory framework is weak and so there is plenty of scope to tighten it up.

It seems to me the proposed ban is contrary to the Big Society’s objectives, since it removes the freedom of thousands of small community-level leasehold and residents’ associations to manage their estates as they choose.
I would be grateful if you would consider these points and raise my concerns with Ms Featherstone and other relevant Ministers.
Yours sincerely

NAME
