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Note of End Fuel Poverty Coalition meeting
Monday September 6 2010 at Artillery House

Present:
Jonathan Stearn (Chair) – Consumer Focus 



JS
Dave Arnold – Unison







DA

William Baker – Consumer Focus 





WB

Tom Cottam – Macmillan Cancer Support




TC

Caroline Heijne – Admin support / National Right to Fuel Campaign
CH
Jenny Holland - Association for the Conservation of Energy


LB
Mervyn Kohler – Age UK






MK

Alison Purshouse – Nat Pensioners Convention



AP

David Timms - Friends of the Earth





DT
Andrew Sharp – NCT







AS

Peter Smith – NEA







PS
Apologies were received from a number of other members of the coalition.

Notes in order of discussion
1. Future of Warm Front - WB
ACTION

JH/CH/JS/WB - Twitter Campaign – agree short statement;


PS/JS/JH – EDM in reverse, getting MPs to sign up before putting down;


DT/JS/PS – newspaper articles, via columnists, follow up with broadcast media;


MK (lead) -  EFPC letter to Star Chamber ministers, with media link;

JH – check whether heating/insulation industries have said anything re WF future;


JH – circulate Greg Barker quotes;

PS – keep EFPC supporters informed about NEA annual Warm Homes Campaign
· In spite of lots of lobbying, little info from DECC but signs of recognition of problems of continuity in gap between end of current scheme and likely start of new arrangements, 2011-12.  Probably best now to push on continuity problems.
· Powers were taken over the summer to stop taking new clients, with Eaga juggling current applications and available funding.
· Discussion about MP attitudes to Warm Front, with constituents problems, use “continued government funding for fuel poverty schemes” as more appropriate phrase.

· JH had checked with Hoc Library on legislative requirements for changes and had received worrying quotes from Greg Barker – she will circulate these separately.

· Concern raised that spending from fuel levies was being seen as part of tax spend with implications for this on overall spending cuts.

· NB – CH had not seen any response from Treasury to EFPC letters.  She has now checked NRFC PO Box and response is attached with these notes.
2. Green Deal and new Energy Company Obligation (ECO)
ACTION


ALL – comments, statement of support to WB Paper (attached);


JH – circulate notes and quotes re Energy Bill;


DT/JH – Fuel Poverty Strategy – draft statement that FPS needed;


WB -  check whether EU ruling that 50% of ETS to be spent on energy efficiency;

CH – circulate info on ECO meeting Oct 30;

· There is now a briefing on the Bill on the DECC website.  Very much in outline and details need to be worked up.
· The new ECO will be resource for fuel poverty and hard to treat programmes.  WB has produced a discussion paper (attached) for comments and agreement.  This links to the EFPC Charter.

· Reiteration of point on fuel bill levies being seen as part of tax spend, with implication that cuts will be deeper and there will be less room to manoeuvre, especially if the ECO needs to be used to bail out the PAYS scheme.  This problem has also been raised by Ofgem.
· Raises further problem in argument for centralised pot, if companies can control spend of fuel bill levies possible to avoid inclusion in treasury accounting as tax spend.  Government mandated programmes will be included in government accounting.  JS discussing this with CF economists to try to get clarity on this and on issues of hypothecation – government is sending mixed messages on this issue.

· Discussion on views of energy companies, indications that some are building up structures towards becoming ESCOs (energy service companies)

· WB thought that EU rules say that 50% of ETS money has to be spent on energy efficiency.

· Discussion about PAYS and low income households.  WB reported that CF have commissioned a study and that government have recognised problems for these groups.  There are considerable financial problems for PAYS as a mainstream programme.

· JH had been trying to build up picture of what primary legislation would be needed for changes and had seen quotes from Greg Barker that they are planning very new approach.  Problem that any legislation will be setting up terms for secondary legislation which will be difficult to campaign on.

· EFPC supporters have knowledge to interpret any legislation and can ask MPs on Standing Committee to put down probing amendments, to get response from minister.

· DT pointed out that there is apparently no strategy and this would be an opportunity, arguing for strategy to be in place within a year.  This would be difficult for minister to argue against in Parliament.

· PS mentioned a meeting on the new ECO organised by the Green Alliance and UKBCSE on 30 Oct 2010.

3. Warm Homes Standard
ACTION


WB/PS/DT – talk to social housing organisations about level of support;

· Part of HEMS, for social housing and would help with market development.

· Discussion about problem of funding, impact on rents, level of standards not being ambitious enough.

· DA pointed out that many Unison members are staff, eg were active in Defend Council Housing campaign.  For Unison, standards for all housing would be more interesting, including private rented sector.

· Discussion about CESP pilots, still ongoing but difficult to get information, need to learn from this experience and keep up message to government about value of area based energy efficiency programmes.

· PS said that NEA were trying to set up a meeting with DCLG.

4. Mandated social price support
· Discussion included:
issue of finances being included in DWP budget, some concern there that the whole programme may be under threat;
who should be included, superpriority group seen as a better proxy for fuel poor – WB is doing some work on this not yet published;
Ofgem reluctance to go ahead with mandatory scheme with voluntary schemes still having a year to run.
· WB reported that Datasharing pilot seen as a success, with reasonably good match between DWP and fuel company records.  CF is looking at the potential for welfare reform for other groups.  Anything further would need primary legislation, either in Energy Bill or forthcoming DWP Bill.
5. Private Rented Sector Campaign
ACTION


ALL – organisations need to agree to sign up to the principles of this Campaign;


CH – to see whether anyone disagrees with EFPC signing up as Coalition;

· Presentation by DT – circulated by DT 7.9.10 (if you have not received it please contact CH or DT)
· Looking for support from as many organisations as possible as getting mixed messages from government, DECC, DTI positive, CLG negative.
· Asking for evidence of impact on housing supply numbers, as seen as threat to supply, compounded by housing benefit caps, possible increase in bills/rent for tenants

· Rented sector increasing, evidence of private landlords buying starter type units with fewer mortgages available for first time buyers, economic climate causing people to move into rented accommodation.

· Need to remember that this Campaign is targeted on the very worst properties which are uninhabitable, above this level need to revisit post 2016.

· Need to assess balance of benefit to landlord and to tenants.

· ACE and FoE can help with MP mailings – contact JH and DT.

Date and time of next meeting

Not discussed
More info re Warm Front

Warm Front Scheme

06.09.10 – House of Commons
David Morris: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change what his policy is on enabling small businesses to work as contractors on projects funded under the Warm Front scheme. [12153]

Gregory Barker: Installers are appointed to work on the Warm Front Scheme by Eaga, the scheme manager. An open, competitive tendering exercise was carried out in 2009 to appoint installers to the scheme to work across England. From time to time Eaga may select additional installers to work on the scheme, if supply is insufficient to meet demand.

Contractors can apply to work as sub contractors to installation companies already approved to work on Warm Front and can register their interest with Eaga for any future tendering.

Caroline Flint: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change what plans he has for the future of the Warm Front scheme; and if he will make a statement. [12749]

Gregory Barker: Warm Front continues to deliver heating and insulation work across England. We have taken the precautionary measure of making changes to the regulations governing the scheme to allow the scheme to temporarily stop taking new applications to prevent this year's budget being over committed.

The future of Warm Front beyond March next year will be considered as part of the spending review.

Caroline Flint: To ask the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change what recent assessment his Department has made of the contribution of the Warm Front scheme to (a) improving household energy efficiency and (b) reducing fuel poverty. [12912]

Gregory Barker: The Warm Front Scheme tackles fuel poverty, enabling households to keep their homes warm at an affordable cost. Warm Front has assisted over 2.2 million households since the scheme's inception in 2000. On average, each household which received assistance from the scheme has the potential to save over £350 per annum during the lifetime of measures installed.

Household energy efficiency is measured using the Standard Assessment Procedure (SAP) which rates on a scale of 1 to 100-the higher the number the better the rating. Households assisted by Warm Front in 2009-10 increased their SAP rating on average from 33 to 66.
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